
ment. I wish so many more 
of our parishioners would 
come and discover the 
beauty of silence and the 
presence of Jesus, even 
when we cannot celebrate 
Mass together. 

We are now looking ahead 
to Christmas. The indica-
tions are that we will be 
able to have the semblance 
of a ‘normal’ Christmas. 
This will include the cele-
bration of Mass. However, 
of course, the restrictions 
and distancing will have to 
be maintained. This means 
we will have more Masses 
than usual for Christmas 
this year. Next week, I will 
let you know when these 
will take place, but I am 
pleased that I will have 
Bishop McGough helping 
me on Christmas Eve. I 
also hope we will be back 
with public Mass on 3rd 
December. Keep praying! 

We come to the last Sun-
day of this liturgical or 
Church year, the Feast of 
Christ the King. It has been 
a very odd liturgical year. 
Sure enough, we came 
together in great numbers 
for the celebration of 
Christmas last year. Who 
could have guessed, at that 
stage, that Easter would be 
cancelled due to a virus? 
From the middle of Lent, 
through the great week of 

Holy Week, and Easter, 
through beyond Pentecost, 
Corpus Christi and the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus: all 
these feast days were cele-
brated behind closed 
doors. Since then, we have 
come back to church, and 
then have had the Mass 
taken away again, as we 
begin, next week, a new 
year.  

It has been a difficult year 
in so many ways, but it has 
also been a year of grace. It 
has been the longest ever 
officially sanctioned re-
treat! I hope that you have 
managed to find extra time 
for reading the Word of 
God, and for prayer. In 
church, in these times 
when we cannot have 
Mass, I have been im-
pressed and drawn into the 
hours of silent prayer we 
have been able to have 
before the Blessed Sacra-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Columbanus 

559-615 
Brought up and educated 
by monks in Leinster, to 
better focus on serving 
God Columbanus went 
north and came under the 
tutelage of an abbot in the 
north. He felt the call of 
God to leave Ireland, and 
so, with twelve monks, he 
crossed Britain and went to 
Gaul (France). He found 

faith there, but not well 
practised, so stayed giving 
an example of humility and 
charity. He set up a monas-
tery in Burgundy, and 
there made many disciples. 
He challenged the life of 
the Bishops, and he was 
challenged in return for his 
Celtic ways. He moved 
south through the Alps to 
Milan, where he died. He 
left a monastic rule. 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
The daily Masses for the    
November List of the Dead are 
being celebrated but by another 
priest outside the parish. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
The Sacrament of Forgiveness is offered in a safe dis-
tanced environment upon request. Please ask Fr Julian 
directly. 

Saturday 21st  6-7pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Sunday 22nd 
CHRIST THE KING (A) 

    Private Mass People of the Parishes 

9-10.15am    Eucharistic Adoration  

 10.45am-12pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Monday 23rd                     
St Columbanus  

    Private Mass Peter Wallis 

 6-7pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Tuesday 24th  
St Andrew Dung Lac & 
Companions 

    Private Mass Int Mary Hunter 

9-10am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday 25th            
St Catherine of Alexandria  

    Private Mass Lydia Davies 

 6-7pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

 7.00pm   Reception into church Fred Coates RIP 

Thursday 26th  
Feria 

 12.30pm   Requiem Mass Fred Coates RIP 

6-7pm    Eucharistic Adoration  

Friday 27th     Feria   11.45am   Requiem Mass Robert Watts RIP 

Saturday 28th  
Our Lady  

    Private Mass Denis Culhane 

 6-7pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Sunday 29th  
First Sunday of Advent 
(B) 

    Private Mass Cecil Aston 

9-10.15am    Eucharistic Adoration  

 10.45am-12pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Church opening for personal prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for private prayer and funerals only. St John’s & St Pat-
rick’s remain closed because of the difficulty of social distancing in small churches and chapels. 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ Churches are open at the times advertised above at the times 
given for Eucharistic Adoration. 
If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 
You will have to remain at least 1 metre away from all other people, other than those from your household or 
‘support bubble’ at all times, when entering or seated. You may not sit with other people from outside your 
own household or social or support bubble. Do not ask others to sit with them, as this is strictly forbidden. 
You have to wear a face covering at all times inside the church at all times. 
There will be no toilet facilities available in church. 
In each church there will be a one-way system. Please observe the indications. 
Children under the age of 16 may only come to pray in church accompanied by an adult. 
Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you enter & leave.  
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Mark 13:33-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your 
guard, stay awake, because you never 
know when the time will come. It is 
like a man travelling abroad: he has 
gone from home, and left his servants 
in charge, each with his own task; and 
he has told the doorkeeper to stay 
awake. So stay awake, because you do 
not know when the master of the 
house is coming, evening, midnight, 
cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unex-
pectedly, he must not find you asleep. 
And what I say to you I say to all: Stay 
awake!’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

Teresa is back in the parish office for 
the normal office hours. There is no 
access to the parish office or 
presbytery for parishioners for 
present. If you need to see Teresa, 
then you will have to speak through 
the office window or in the porch.  

There will be no parish priest’s Open 
House time for the foreseeable fu-
ture. If you need to see Fr Julian in 
person, then please arrange by phon-
ing or emailing. In good weather he 
can see parishioners in the garden or 
in the church maintaining distancing. 

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications 
Dedications for week beginning 22nd   
November: 
St Joseph’s: Intentions MM 
St John’s: John Martin 
English Martyrs’: Thanksgiving EW 
Dedications for week beginning 29th 
November: 
St Joseph’s: Intentions PC 
St John’s: Cecilia & John Blood 
To dedicate a lamp please put your 
donation (minimum £5) in an en-
velope. Please write on the enve-
lope the intention, preferred 
church, and mark it ‘sanctuary 
lamp’. Place in  collection basket. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Frederick James Coates.  
Requiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of his soul on Thursday 26th 
November at 12.30pm at St Joseph’s 
church, followed by committal at 
Tunstall cemetery. His body will be 
received into church on Wednesday 
25th at 7pm. 
And also for Robert Watts. Requiem 
Mass will be celebrated for the re-
pose of his soul on Friday 27th No-
vember at 11.45am. Committal at 
Bradwell Crematrorium. 

Requiescant in pace 
Please note, the number of people 
attending funerals is limited by 
law to 30 people only, and recep-
tion into church to 15. This has to 
be adhered to strictly. Please do 
not attend a funeral without ask-
ing the family first, realising that 
priority must go to family mem-
bers.  

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. This is the best way 
of notifying the Catholic chaplain. 
Otherwise, please call the chaplaincy 
on 01782 676400, and specify that it 
is the Catholic chaplain you want. If 
you have any problems in getting in 
touch, or know someone in another 
hospital, please contact Fr Julian. 

KEY VERSE: "Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is com-
ing" (v 35). 

TO KNOW: Mark wrote his gospel to encourage Christians who were suffering persecu-
tion for their faith. In chapter 13, Mark used an "apocalyptic" form of writing that was 
popular during times of crisis. This style borrowed images from the Hebrew Scriptures 
that depicted a time of turmoil and tribulation before the great "Day of the Lord." The 
author's purpose was not to instil fear, but to inspire hope in God's ultimate triumph over 
evil forces. While no one knows for certain the exact "day or hour" (Mk 13:32) of 
Christ's return, God's servants must be vigilant for his inevitable coming. As we begin this 
Advent time, God invites all of us to reflect on our readiness to bring the Christ, Son of 
God and Son of Mary, to our world today. We are invited to "wait in joyful hope" for the 
Lord's coming in each and every day of our lives. 

TO LOVE: Do my actions help bring about the arrival of God's kingdom of peace and 
justice? 

TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to use this Advent to prepare my heart for your coming.  

Sacraments & Life Cycle events 
Baptisms Baptisms are not currently allowed to take place in church. 
Weddings Weddings are not currently allowed to take place in church. 
Funerals Funerals including Requiem Masses can still take place in church. The number attending funerals is still limited to 
30, not including the priest, stewards and funeral directors’ staff. The number attending auxiliary acts, such as Reception 
into church and burial of ashes, is 15. 
First Holy Communions The dates arranged for First Holy Communions in December remain in the hope that we might 
be able to keep to them. 
Confirmation All the Confirmations due to take place in November will now have to be rescheduled to take place proba-
bly early in the New Year, restrictions permitting.  

parish youtube  
channel 

Don’t forget to tune into the Our 
Lady of Grace partnership of parishes 
YouTube channel once again for the 
Sunday homily. The web address for 
the YouTube channel is: https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCd3AScj-V2MuNZS-k4fWC1g 
(you can click on this link in the web 
version of the bulletin). 


